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In modern China, the water resource is becoming more and more important. 
The shortage of water resource turns to be the biggest constraint of the  
economic development. The Southeast has a large volume of rainfall, but the 
problems of pollut ion and waste of water are serious; the Northwest has litt le  
rain, so the water is always in short; and the North China has to face with the 
underground water problems. To allocate water in a reasonable way is not only 
the basis to solve the aforesaid problems, but also the first priority in the  
management of water resource in the future. In China, the water withdraw 
permit system is the legal system to get water init ia lly. This system is a pure 
administrative system, so it is not only low-effic ient, but also easy to arouse 
conflicts between water users.  
The prior appropriation system, as one of the init ia l water allocatio n 
systems, begins in the west of the United States. With the development of water 
demands, the prior appropriation system evolves into the modern permit system. 
However, the basic princip les in tradit ional prior appropriation system are still 
alive, and they keep the system from the defects of administrat ive tool. The 
water withdraw permit system has many s imilarit ies with the prior 
appropriation system. So the study of the prior appropriation system will 
provide both theoretical and practical experiences for perfecting the water 
withdraw permit system in China.  
The thesis is divided into four chapters. Chapter One starts with the origin 
of the prior appropriation system. The prior appropriation system springs from 
the practical needs of miners in the west regions, and then it becomes legal in 
the western states through a series of cases. Finally, the prior appropriation 
system becomes the main way to allocate water in the western states. Chapter 















system, such as the elements, the applicat ion rules and so on. Chapter Three 
analyses the defects of the traditional prior appropriation system, and then talks 
about the modern prior appropriation system, that is, the permit system. Chapter 
Four discusses the status and problems of the init ia l water allocation system in 
China. After comparing the prior appropriation system with the water withdraw 
permit system in China, it comes up with some specific measures which are 
suitable for China’s reality.  
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